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simply—economic crisis upon them; fanaticism on Right and/or
Left allied with distress; national dissolution; armed uprisings;
the intervention of the Reichswehr; a military dictatorship or
Bolshevism. The President heavily agreed. Schleicher warmed
to his task. He discoursed on the factions and factiousness of
the old politicians, on the need for a new departure with new
men, the necessity for a cabinet with authority which would, with
the support of the President and by the constitutional exercise
of his powers, be able to take the necessary action with the neces-
sary swiftness. The new chancellor must enjoy the President's
complete confidence, because the latter would have to trust to
him to advise the use of the powers which the President pos-
sessed. Again the President agreed though less heavily. More,
he knew precisely the man for the post—Hermann Mueller.
Schleicher was aghast; here was something he had not foreseen.
Urgently he pointed out the impossibility of a Socialist carrying
out the necessary measures or being entrusted with the enforce-
ment of a presidential policy. The other parties would be solidly
against him; the political impartiality of the President would be
impugned; not even Hindenburg could govern Germany with
the Socialists and such a Socialist against all the rest; it would
be a direct provocation to the "national" elements. But the
President did not appear particularly impressed. He had his own
peculiar ideas about "national" politicians—he disliked Hugen-
berg and he detested Hitler—ideas which a long course of political
argument and recent events had only reinforced. He was legi-
timately out of sympathy with the old Nationalists for the
moment—they had been very tepid in his defence against Hitlerite
insult—and he instinctively had a distrust of clericals. As the
impartial head of the state he thought he had the right to like
as he liked without looking at party labels; one had not looked
at party labels when one was selecting the leader of a shock
division; why look now? He had a genuine regard for Mueller.
Despite all superficial differences they were men of the same
stamp, solid, slow-thinking, ageing, and perhaps just a little
bewildered and apprehensive before the growing chaos, but each
with a dour patriotism of his own. With Mueller,, who had none

